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Al. Relative Feed Value Index
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Scope:
Digestible Dry Matter (DDM), Dry Matter Intake =DMI), and Relative Feed Value Index (RFV) calculations
are applicable to =egume, legume-grass and cool season grass fresh forages, hays and =aylages.

Basic Principle:

Relative feed value index is an =ndex which ranks cool season legumes, grasses and mixtures by potential
=igestible dry matter intake. It is an index used to allocate forages to the =roper livestock class with a given
level of expected performance. =elative feed value is calculated from digestible dry matter and dry matter
=ntake. Digestible dry matter is an estimate of the total digestibility of =he feed and is calculated from acid
detergent fiber. Dry matter =ntake is an estimate of the amount of feed an animal will consume in percent =f
body weight and is calculated from percent neutral detergent fiber.

Calculation: Relative Feed Value (RFV)
DDM = Digestible Dry Matter = 88.9 - (.779 = %ADF)
DMI = Dry Matter Intake = 120 / %NDF
RFV = DDM x DMI / =.29

o %ADF = acid detergent fiber, dry matter basis
e %NDF = neutral detergent fiber, dry matter basis =/L1>
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